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William Shakespeare
A Short Introduction to his Life and Dramatic Works
Tathagata Das
Assistant Professor in English

William Shakespeare, generally acknowledged to be the greatest playwright
in the English Ianguug:'\:as bom on|y23" April, 1564 in the village of Stratford-on-
Avon in the county of Warwickshire in England. He received his primary education in
his village school. At the age of eighteen he married a woman named Anne Hathaway,
who was eight years older than him. They had two daughters and one son, though
his son died in 1596. During the early years of his life, from about 1584 onwards,
Shakespeare left his native place and went to London to seek his fortune there,

Until 1582, there is no record of his activities, but about this time, he appears
as an actor playing minor parts in the Company of the Lord Chamberlain's company
of actors, in the Shoreditch Theatre and the Globe and Blackfriars. After 1610,
Shakespeare left London for his native village and started living at New Place, the
house which he had bought in 1597. He died on his birthday, April 23", in 1616.

Shakespeare's dramatic career may be divided into four parts. In the first
period, spanning from around 1588 to 1593 when he wrote some historical plays
including Richard Ill, a chronicle play, which is a somewhat melodramatic
representation. In the second period of his dramatic career, spanning from 1594 to
1601, Shakespeare produced a number of historical plays and his great Romantic
Comedies. Along with such plays as Henry IV, Parts | and || and Henry V, he wrote
such sparkilng comedies, like A Midsummer Night's Dream, As You Like It, Twelfth
Night, Much Ado about Nothing among other. One famous play of the time that has a
tragic end and is thus different from the Romantic comedies is Romeo and Juliet.

The third period of Shakespeare's literary career which lasted from 1601 to
1609 produced his world famous tragedies such as Julius Caesar, Hamlet, King
Lear, Macbeth and Othello. At this stage of his career, Shakespeare was
preoccupied with the depiction of the darker side of the human mind and its various
propensities and intricacies.

During the last period of his dramatic career which spans some two to three
years, Shakespeare turned to the expression of a mellow and serene view of life as
he must have experienced at this time. This idea finds expression in the final
romance - comedies such as Cymbeline, The Winter's Tale and The Tempest, the
last mentioned play being his final one.

RO

Shakespeare's relevance for the present generation of readers and
playgoers lies in his unique charm in the presentation before his audience the
peculiar charm and beauty of life as well as his profound tragic view of life. His
mastery in drawing the characters of men and women from all walks of life transfroms
them into living figures before our eyes. He has successfully sketched them in all
their myriad foibles and virtues and consequently they become realistic and lively
representations.

One of the chief appeals of his plays is, of course, the poetic expression of
his ideas and themes. He took up the blank verse and gave it a perferction and
fluency. He was a dramatist who wrote his plays essentially as representations on
the Elizabethan stage. His plays had everything for every type of audience of his
time, be it the aristocratic audience of Queen Elizabeth or King James' court or the
lowly groundlings who were interested in low comedy. Thus, for all these qualities of
his dramatic works, Shakespeare has been rightly termed by his younger contem-
porary, Ben Jonson, as being “not for an age but for all time."
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THE RISE OF ENGLISH NOVEL IN 18 CENTURY
Taniya Rahaman, Eng (Hons) 3rd year
General Secretary Students Union

During the 18" century most of the major innovations in subject matter as
well as narrative techique took shape. In the beginning the art of f!ctlon often in-
volves the close imitation of true narratives, while it in the end ficttional narrative
both competes with and contributes to the writing of historical narrgtwe. Throughout
the period, there is (in the sense of aesthetic ideology) exerting of mtense_ pressure
upon content, while the content (the social and sexual conflicts of th_e period, along
with the growing force of nationality) exerts a counter pressure upon literary from, By
the middle of the century (1740-54) three great novelists had permanently modified
the art of English fiction : of these Richardson dilated the short story or “novel,” as it
was called before his day, by means of psychological or sentimental detail, and
Fielding added structure, style, and a realistic attitude towords life. Other novelists of
the 18" Century include Laurence Sterne. The neat, suspensive structure formu-
lated by Fielding and Richardson, through its very excellence perhaps, led virtuosos
like Sterne to play tricks with structure.

Richardson, born in 1689 in Mackworth Derbyshire, is considered the “father
of the moderm novel". His first novel Pamela : or, Virtue Rewarded fleshes out into a
complex and intriguing two-volume epistolary novel, presented as a genuine corre-
spondence over which the anonymous Richardson acts as editor, in which the young
servant’s trials at the hands of her master Mr. B. are related. While countless early
eighteenth - century romances had centred around a central seduction narrative,
Richardson claimed a more elevated literary and moral design for Pamela. He claimed
in the Preface that while the novel would “Divert and Entertain®, it would also “In-
struct, and Improve the Minds of the Youth of both Sexes”. As the novel's subtitle
suggests, by the end of the narrative virtue is rewarded as Pamela's behaviour and
character win over Mr.B. and the couple marry. The impact of the publication is hard
to overestimate. The reverend Dr. Slocock of St. Saviour's Southwark famously
recommended the novel from his pulpit and, as Anna Barbauld relates, it became
fashionable for female vistors to London'’s pleasure gardens to carry a copy of the
novel about their person. Vauxhall Gardens boasted scenes from the novel as one of
its attactions and there was even a Pamela fan, although none is known to exist to
the present.

In 1744 Richardson began work on his next novel, the dark but brilliant
Clarissa, which was eventually published serially over 1747 and 1748. Like Pamela,
Clarissa focuses upon the trials forced on a young woman by a rakish aristocrat.

°H

Unlike her predecessor, Clarissa's virtue is rewarded not on

earth but in heaven. Having been disowned by her family for not marrying the man of
their choice, suffering the indignity of being held against her will in a brothel, and
emotional pain of rape at the hands of Lovelace, Clarissa dies. The heroine’s tragic
and noble acceptance of her fate won many devoted admirers, some of whom,
having read the first volumes, begged that Clarissa's life be spared in the final
chapters. After reading Clarissa, Lady Mary Wortley Montagu recounted having wept
“like a milkmaid".

Pamela introduced Richardson to the literary world and with it a wide array of
correspondents with whom he exchanged views on his first novel. These
correspondents, who included Colley Cibber, Laetitia Pilkington, and Aaron Hill, were
also involved in the composition of Clarissa, and were sent drafts of the novel upon
which they commented. The publication and enthusiastic reception of Clarissa
encouraged other readers to engage in epistolary dialogues with the author which
curiously mirror and shape the exchanges of letters within his own novels. Amongst
these valued correspondents were many women and female authors including Lady
Bradshaigh, Jane Collier, Sarah Fielding, Elizabeth Carter and Hester Mulso (later
Chapone).

Hester Mulso's correspondence with the author seems to have been
particularly in shaping Richardson's final novel Sir Charles Grandison (1753-1754),
as an epistolary model for the letter of the text’s heroine Harriet Byron. Like his earlier
works, Grandison is written in a series of letters, but unlike its predecessors fo-
cuses upon the virtues and duties of a good man, the benevolent yet tyrannical Sir
Charles. The novel which is predominantly concerned with marriage, courtship,
madness, filial and paternal duty was immediately successful.

Richardson's standing as a writer remained high throughout his lifetime and
his long novels, with their great characterizations and minute details appeal to the
heart. Yet Richardson’s works always divided readers, and during the nineteenth
century there is evidence to suggest that the critical balance tipped out of his favour.
Following the publication of 1an Watt's seminal Rise of the Novel (1957), however,
critics have successfuily restored Richardson to the title of (at least one) founding
father of the modern realist novel, centred around the private, domestic world of the
bourgeois household and the private subjectivity of the bourgeois subject.

Henry Fielding turned to novel writing after a successful period as a
dramatist, during which his most popular work had been in burlesque forms. An
Apology for the Life of Mrs. Shamela Andrews (1741), a travesty of Richardson's
Pamela, transforms the latter’s heroine into a predatory hunter who cold-bloodedly
lures her booby master into matrimony. Fielding continued his quarrel with Richardson
in The History of the Adventures of Joseph Andrews (1742), which also uses Pamela

1)




as a starting point but which, developing a momentum of own, soon outgrows any
narrow parodic intent. His hostility to Richardson'’s sexual ethic notwithstanding, Fielding
was happy to build, with a calm and smiling sophistication, on the growing respect
for the novel to which his antagonist had so substantially contributed. In Joseph
Andrews and The History of Tom Jones, a Foundling (1749), Fielding openly brought
to bear upon his chosen form a battery of devices from more traditionally reputable
modes (including epic poetry, painting, and the drama). This is accompanied by a
flamboyant development of authorial presence. Fielding the narrator buttonholes the
reader repeatedly, airs critical and ethical questions for the reader’s delectation, and
urbanely discusses the artifice upon which his fiction depends. In the deeply original

Tom Jones especially, this assists in developing a distinctive atmosphere of-

selfconfident magnanimity and candid optimism. His fiction, however, can also cope
with a darker range of experience. The Life of Mr. Jonathan Wild the Great (1743), for
instance, uses a mock-heroic idiom to explore a derisive parallel between the criminal
underworld and England’s political elite, and Amelia (1751) probes with sombre
precision images of captivity and situations of taxing moral paradox.

Laurence Stermne has often been claimed as a precursor of modernist, the
comic play of his writing anticipating the work of James Joyce or the formal ironies of
postmodern textuality. His two novels are The Life and Opinions of Tristram Shandy,
Gent, which won him immediate recognition, and a Sentimental Journey through
France and Italy. They are made up of Strene’s peculiar blend of pathois and humour.
The first volume of Tristram Shandy found immediate success on its emergence in
1760. If it was the most fashionable of works, critics and readers were uncertain
what to make of it. It was a “riddle without an object’, which some celebrated as a
truly original work ridiculing “the vices and follies of mankind” and Sterne as a “modern
Democritus”; other read the book, tongue partially in cheek, as a “compleat system
of modern politics™ that needed its allegorical key. Ir1 1767 Sterne sat down to write
what he called his “work of redemption®, A Sentimental Journey, a narrative which
captured the vogue for sentimental feeling and made it its own, animated by the
mercurial ironies of his alter ego Yorick, and the touristic experience of travelling
through France and Italy. It was published in the following year. Itis as a sentimental
writer that Sterne’s legacy was valued in the following decades of the eighteenth
century, despite the knowing cynicism that some critics attributed to the feeling in
his work. His A Sentimental Journey, in particular, remained highly popular. The
Victorians on the whole loathed his work, unable to see past the moral indecency to
its “learned wit", a view that fed into F.R. Leavis’s famous dismissal of its

“irresponsible (any nasty) trifling”
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Other novelists of the period include Tobias Smollett (The Adventure of
Roderick Random, The Adventures of Peregrine Pickle, etc.), Horace Walpole (The
Castle of Otranto), William Beckford, Mrs. Ann Radcliffe, Henry Burney. Tobias
Smollett excelled in the invention and cusp presentation of unforgettably vivid
burlesque episode. Through Richardson, Fielding and Smollett fiction acquired a
sense of pattern or structure, richness of varied detail, and gravity as well as
comedy. All three were critics of manners. Fielding was both an artist and a critic of
his art, which he analyzed in his brilliant essays or prefaces and which he dignifed
by associating it with the narrative forms, the epic. As psychologists the three vary

" considerably, but each has his excllences. Their purpose were avowedly moral ;

they. taught men to know themselves and their proper “spheres” and appropriate
manners. '
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UNEMPLOYMENT

Mohibar Rahaman

Computer Personnel, Bhangar Mahavidyalaya
Slowing down the indomitable pace of life
The blackness question - “Who are you ?” piercing like a painful knife.
They have no identity ; they are the “Unemployed youth,”
It knife made by sharp ice of painful truth.
They have skill
While the pocket is completely ‘nil’.
They have spent half - life in search of a job,
The remaining half is plunged int deep fog.
But the birds sing the same song;
Therich people sleep in peace.
No one realizes the biting deep pain ;
Who are they looking for a job down the lane ?
They have become accustomed to bear reproach assault themselves ;
Efforts to be dishonest have failed.
They're still waiting with pain ;
They are alive only in name.

SAFETY

Saifuddin Molla
B.A. (G), Roll - 395

Safety is self - awareness
We just can not be careless
Safety is self - Defense

We just should not be depressed

Safety is gainful

Accident is painful

Self - awareness is essential.

To protect ourselves

From harms and dangers

For that, we should be never negative
Which ends up to our attackers’ benefit
Sometimes is better to be aggresive
Thatis why we say safety is the best policy.
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