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Vivekanand’s Notion of Dharma
Nanda Ghosh
Associate Professor
Dept. of Philosohy

The notion of ‘Purusarthas’ plays very important role in Indian Philoso-
phy where we find four purusarthas - ‘Dharma’. ‘Artha’, ‘Kama and Moksa'.
The order is very important to maintain as because Dharma is the Supreme,
meaning Sadachara, which is embracing all other three. None of the three will
be regarded as ‘value’ if they are not acquired by Sadachara, Dharma.

To explain : artha or money, we all know, a means to fulfill our desires,
important to carry out our living, will be a ‘value’ if and only if it is acquired not by
any wrong way but by Sadachara (good action ) Same is true for Kama (fulfilment
of desires) and even in attaining Moksa. (it has to be by proper means). Indian

Philosophy is very strict in its attainment of Purusarthas.
The notion of ‘Dharma’ has been used in different senses throughout

culture not civilisation. We need not enter into that detail, instead, we want to
harp on to Vivekananda'’s use of the term in question Vivekananda's notion of
Dharma fosters human wellbeing - he does not endorse an anemic kind of
dharma that consists in passively abiding by the stereotyped codes of conduct
spoken of in the traditional caste system. It is not indoctrination, it must not
remain apathetic to social agoneis and hence it should be what would consti-
tute the paths to the expunction of the prevailing social wrong doings, yielding
thereby the betterment of people as a whole. It has to express and confirm itself
in the service of humanity Vivekananda puts this ponitthus : ‘You may invent an
image through which to worship God, but better image already exists, the living
man. You may build a temple in which to worship God, and that may be good,
but a better one, a much higher one, already, exists, human body.’
Vivekananda, says ‘one looks for name and fame and covers his efforts
to obtain them with the enamel of charity and good works. He is working for
himself under the pretext of working for others. Every so called charity is an
encouragement of the very evil it claims to operate against'.

As Vevekanda sees to help others really amounts to rendering help or
service to oneself. For, in and through doing good to the world, one invariably
undergoes oneself ‘moral excellence’ - doing good to others, thus, gives one
the opportunity to better oneself. all ‘good acts tend to make us pure and perfect.
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this would, in all possibilities, prompt one
an one would otherwise be inclined to.
he service that one would render either
aneity’ / ‘spontaneous thrust' of one-
ducation is essential for the better-
lise that they too have a right
etermination to fight for

Undoubtedly, the realisation of
to help and serve others more readily th

Not depending on just the ‘help’, t
by the ‘realisation’ we talked to or by ‘spont
self. Vivekananda also speaks of proper €
ment of the downtrodden so that they come to rea
to welfare and thus come to develop the required d
themeselves.

Thus V says, '...the only service to be done for our lower classes is to

give them education, to develop their lost individuality’. To do this we are to
inculcate the sense of fellow-feeling - that there is no essential difference be-
tween men - a sense of brotherhood. This would help the downtrodden to come
out of their sense of inferiority and indignity thus, eventually, they will be ‘human
beings' in the true sense by the attainment of self confidence, self-reliance.

Thus in Vivekananda’s opinion dharma requires us to render service to
the poor in concrete and specific terms and to make them realise that they
deserve this service. Dharma or duty must aim at eliminating real miseries of
individuals. Dharma must also aim at enhancing the conditions of humans in
general and of poor class in particular.

In the words of Vivekanada, ‘who cares whether there is a heaven or a
hell, who cares if there is a soul or not, who cares if there is an unchangeable or
not? Here is the world, and it is full of miseries. Go out into it....., and struggle to
lessen it or die in the attempt ..... this is the first step, the first lesson to be learnt,
whether you are a theist or an atheist, whether you are an agnostic or Vedantist,a
christian or a Mohammedan'.

It may be concluded by saying that Dharmais a practical pursuit in that it
is to be substantiated in terms of the sincere endeavour to render service in
concrete terms to actual individuals. It is no doubt Sadachara (honest gesture,
satachara) as we have seen itis used in classical Indian Philosophy. After all, it
is the first and most important pillar Purusartha so to say. Moreover it will give
rise to a welfare state if we can go on pursuing this notion of Dharma as V
speaks of. No doubt it will give us a healthy society in particular and a Heavenly

Universe in general. Nothing more can be the need of the hour at this crucial

juncture of our LIFE !!




Relevance of Vivekananda’s values in the World

Purnendu Sekhar Ray
Assistant Professor
Department of History

Changes happening very fast in today's world. So there is danger of
losing focus .Mostly people in present times are selfishly busy in accqmu'latlng
material comforts. This race for amassing wealth has led to economic dispar-
ity. Immoralities are becoming part of character. Degradation of values is seen
in acts like murder, rape, corruption, theft, cheating. Food adulteration & sui-
cide. Character building, moral strength is essence of his teaching. Therefore
they have become more relevant.

How relevant is Swami vivekananda's message of religious harmony on his
150" birth anniversary that was celebrated on 12 January 2018. This is amatter
of speculation in the context of the implementation of humanitarian values that
he stood for. In the perspective of the present troubled scenario, is unlikely to
have an impact on the powers that be in the context of public awareness.
Saffron clad man gave simple teachings instead of emphasis on difficult facts
of Vedanta. He took interest in good ideas of western world, music. In both
trance, music he got lost. Sensitive person starts taking interest in fine arts like
painting, music, poetry. Character- r building, moral strength is essence of his
teaching. Knowing about other states of India makes us feel amazed proud
about India. Swamiji was offered teachers job in Vidhyasagar's school with
much difficulty, but he refused as wanted to serve ailing Master suffering with
cancer. Ramkrishna wanted to give him all siddhi , but Swamiji refused as it
cannot show him God. Swamiji after master’s death became wandering monk.
In kanyakumari after 3 days Swamiji got his goal in life.
In course of expounding the religious convictions of Hinduism, Buddhism,
Christianity, Sikhism and also prophed Muhammed who advocates the worship
of one God in Islam who is eternal, incomparable and absolute. Today, | feel
somewhat sceptical as to whether following the unity of a humanitarian path of
religious harmony as advocated by Swami Vivekananda is feasible.
Thus, through his universal religion, Vivekananda preached the unity of god. He
told that though the paths are different for different religions but the goalis same.
He attached great importance to the unity of all religions and their fusion into

one universal religion.
Yo

Vivekananda considered Hinduism to be the mother of all religions. hHg
established through historical sequence. He showgd _that Veghc relng:m a
influenced Buddhism which again was instrumental in influencing Chn.-t:anltly.
He told that all the religions of the world have the same value and importance. In

[ ligions he told— ' .
't‘r%f\: ggls;::gtiso ;Sﬁogbecome a Hindu or a Buddhist, nora Hinduora Bfnddmst
to become a Christian. But each must assimilate t_he spirit of the others anLc’i yet
preserve his individuality and grow according to his own law of gr?wth o | ?0:
the banner of every religion soon be written ... ‘Help _and nqt fight', Assimilatio
and not Destruction Harmony, and peace and not Dissension.
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How to Speak Correct English
Tathagata Das
Asst. Professorin English

In his essay titied ‘Spoken English and Broken English’, George Ber-
nard Shaw addresses his foreign readers and provides some advice regard-
ing the correct way to speak the English language. The essay is divided into
three parts. In the beginning of the essay, Shaw says that when a foreigner
travels in the British Commonwealth he should always remember that there is
no such thing as correct English since no two British subjects speak the same
English.

Shaw next goes on to give some examples in support of his statement.
He tells his readers that he is a member of a Committee that has been estab-
lished by the British Broadcasting Corporation in order to determine the ways
and means of correct pronunciation. But, surprisingly enough, Shaw says, no
Committee member agrees as to the pronunciation of some of the commonest
words in the English Language, such as ‘yes' and ‘no’. Also, no member of the
Committee pronounce these words exactly alike. However, each of them is un-
derstood by the listeners when they speak. Thus, one is faced with the problem
of which speaker to follow. This problem arises since there are people of differ-
ent nationalities in the committee-Irish members, Scottish members, Welsh
members, Oxford University members, American members etc. Each one of
these speakers can be recognized by the distinctive ways in which they speak.
Their speech is conditioned by the mode of speech and pronunciation followed
in the respective countries where they were born. Shaw says that it is natural
that since all of them speak differently, it would not be correct at all to say that
they all speak correctly. Itis to be noted that all of them speak presentably, that

is, in a way which can be understood by the ordinary people. So, if anyone tries
to follow any one of them, he would be understood perfectly in any English speak-
ing country.

In the second part of his essay, Shaw concentrates on “company man-
ners” and “home manners.” He says that everyone has his own way of speaking
in one way when he is at home and in another way when he is among outsiders.
Thus, there is a marked change in the way one speaks in private and in public.
While addressing a stranger, one tends to pronounce each word distinctly so

that he understands but at home one is not so observant in one’s speech and

"

so while speaking the syllables often tend to get jumbled up. Shaw here gives
humorous example in the question “What o'clock is it?" which wh_en puttoa
stranger sounds perfect but when put to a family member becomes Jumpled up
like ‘cloxst’. Therefore, Shaw says, it is really surprising to note how different
one sounds at home and in public. _ '

In the third and last part of the essay, Shaw addresses his foreign hear-

ers and gives them advice as to the manner in which thgy sho“uld speak En-
glish. He emphasizes once again that there is no such thing as Perfect!y cor-
rect English’ but there is only ‘presentable English’ which may be termed Good
English'. This is because most Londoners speak English very ba'dly. Aforeigner,
if he speaks good English, becomes unintelligible to them. This happens be-
cause it is impossible for a foreigner to imitate exactly the speech of an En-
glishman and stress the syllables and make his voice rise and .faII in qu_estlon
and answer, assertion and denial, in refusal and consent. But, if he avoids th.e
elaborate grammatical phrases and speaks English without grammar, he will
be immediately understood and many people would rush to help him. So, Shaw
advocates the use of a strong foreign accent while speaking and to speak bro-
ken English and it is really surprising to know how little one needs to know and
how badly one may pronounce while travelling in a foreign country.

Lastly, Shaw warns thet when one is conversing with educated people, a
foreigner should not try to speak too well. The English people would really feel
insulted if they cannot understand their own language when spoken by a for-
eigner. Thus, Shaw gives the advice to stay away from “pedantic affectgtion" or
an attempt to be too scrupulous with a view to impress others. Thus, this essay
is a valuable guide for foreign speakers of the English language on the ways
and means of speaking in public.
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A SHORT HISTORY OF NALANDA MAHA VIHARA

prof. SOMAROY,
DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY

Nalanda was an acclaimed Mahavihara ,alarge Buddhist mofnss:ery

in ancient india.The siteis located about 95 kilometres southegst of Patna.
" 1200 CE. This Mahavihara

ltwas a centre of learning from fifth century CEtoc.12 St centuri

flourished under the patronage of the Gupta Empire in Sth a"F’ ~ I|c s
and later under Harsha, the emperor of Kannauj.Nalandawas mnha;) y a ‘:)ros-f
perous village by a major trade route that ran through the near yh CI1V7 0
Rajagriha which was than the capital of Magadha.Taranatha ,the th
century Tibetan Lama , states that the 3rd century BCE Mauryan
eraperor,Ashoka ,built a great temple at Nalanda and 3rd century CE the
Mahayana philosopher Nagarjuna ,and his disciples Aryadeva, at Nalanda
with the former also headlinded the institution. While this could that there
was a flourishing centre for Buddhism at Nalanda before the 3rd century,no
archaeological evidence has been unearthed to support the assertion.
The founder of this Mahavihara was Shakraditya and he is identified with the
5th -century CE Gupta emperor ,Kumaragupta | .His successors Buddhaupta
,Tathagatagupta,Baladitya, and vajra,later extended ‘the institution by building
additional monasteries and temples.The post-Gupta period saw a long
succession of kings who continued building at Nalanda .After the decline
of Guptas, the most notable patron of the Mahavihara was Harsha,the 7th-
century emperor of kannauj.He was aconverted and considered himself a
servent of the monks of Nalanda.He built a monastery of brass within the
the Mahavihara and remitted to it the revenues of 100 villages.The
subjects taught at Nalanda covered every field of learning and, it attracted
pupils and scholars from Korea,Japan,China,Tibet, Indonesia,Persia and
Turkey.All the students of Nalanda studied the Mahayana and Hinayana
sects of Buddhism.In addition of these ,they studied other subjects such as
the Vedas,logic ,grammar and philosophy.medicine the atharvaveda, and
samkhya.Other subjects believed to have been taught Nalanda include
Law,Astronomy, and city- p{anningWith upwards of 30,000 monks and nuns
including 2,000 teachers living ,studying and practicing there during its hey-
day, Nalanda was unmatched. Traditional Tibetan sources

o8

mention the existence of a great library at Nalanda named Dharmaganja
which comprised of three large multi- storeyed buildings ,the Ratnasaga_ra!,the
Ratnodadhi ,and the Ratnaranjaka.The library not only collected rellglou_s
manuscrippts but also had texts on such subjects as grammar,log!c
literature,astrology ,astronomy and medicine Nalanda was one of }he world's
first residential universities. The Mahavihara, built in red bricks , was
considered to be an architectural masterpiece.It had ’eig.ht separate
compounds and ten temples, along with many other meditation halls and
classrooms.Many of famous Buddhist scholars had studied and taught_ at
Nalanda including Nagarjuna,Dharmapala Dharmakirti, Dinnaga, Jinamitra
,Santaraksita,Padmasambhava,Chandrakirti,Silabhadra and Atisa.

The decline of Nalanda is concomitant with the disappearance of
Buddhism in India.Buddhism had steadily lost popularity with the laity and thrived,
thanks to royal patronage ,only in the monasteries of Bihar and Bengal .The
rise of Hindu philosophies in the subcontinent and the waning of the Buddhist
Pala dynasty after the 11 century meant that Buddhism was hemmed in on
multiple fronts, political , philosophical, and moral.Nalanda was ransacked
and destroyed by an army of Mamuluk Dynasty of Delhi Sultanate under Bakhtiyar

Khiljiin ¢.1200CE.

Reference Books:
1.Altekar, Anant Sadashiv(1965),Education in Ancient India,Nand

Kishore.ISBN8182054923.

2.Dutt,Sukumar(1962).Buddhist Monks And Monasteries of India.

London: George AllenUnwin Ltd(Reprinted 1988).ISBN 81-208-0498-8.
3.Ghose,Amalananda(1965).A Guide to Nalanda (5ed.).New Delhi.

4. Sharma,Shuresh Kant (2005).Encyclopaedia of Higher Education:Historical
Survey- pre-independence period.Mittal Publications.ISBN 8183240178.

5. Sastri, Hiranand(1986)Nalanda and its Epigraphic Material.New Delhi:Sri
Satguru Publications.
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